The Idea of Justice

Social justice: an ideal, forever beyond our grasp; or one of many practical possibilities? More
than a matter of intellectual discourse, the idea of justice plays a real role in howâ€”and how
wellâ€”people live. And in this book the distinguished scholar Amartya Sen offers a powerful
critique of the theory of social justice that, in its grip on social and political thinking, has long
left practical realities far behind. The transcendental theory of justice, the subject of Senâ€™s
analysis, flourished in the Enlightenment and has proponents among some of the most
distinguished philosophers of our day; it is concerned with identifying perfectly just social
arrangements, defining the nature of the perfectly just society. The approach Sen favors, on the
other hand, focuses on the comparative judgments of what is â€œmoreâ€• or â€œlessâ€• just,
and on the comparative merits of the different societies that actually emerge from certain
institutions and social interactions. At the heart of Senâ€™s argument is a respect for
reasoned differences in our understanding of what a â€œjust societyâ€• really is. People of
different persuasionsâ€”for example, utilitarians, economic egalitarians, labor right theorists,
noÂ-nonsense libertariansâ€”might each reasonably see a clear and straightforward resolution
to questions of justice; and yet, these clear and straightforward resolutions would be
completely different. In light of this, Sen argues for a comparative perspective on justice that
can guide us in the choice between alternatives that we inevitably face.
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The Idea of Justice. â€œ[A] majestic book Reading The Idea of Justice is like attending a
master class in practical reasoning. You can't help noticing you are engaging with a great. The
transcendental theory of justice, the subject of Sen's analysis, flourished in the Enlightenment
and has proponents among some of the most distinguished philosophers of our day; it is
concerned with identifying perfectly just social arrangements, defining the nature of the
perfectly just society.
The idea of justice / Amartya Sen. p. cm. ISBN (alk. paper). 1. Justice. 2. Social contract. 3.
Rawls, John, Theory of justice. 4. From Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen, The
Idea of Justice is a refreshing alternative approach to mainstream theories of justice. The Idea
of Justice by Amartya Sen. Steven Poole enjoys a rigorous examination of an abstract notion.
Steven Poole. Fri 6 Nov EST. The Idea of Justice by Amartya Sen. The Nobel-winning
economist's critique of global deprivation will inspire anyone following the struggle for.
18 Mar - 82 min - Uploaded by Buffett Institute Nobel laureate and Harvard professor
Amartya Sen discusses ideas of social justice.
The Idea of Justice has ratings and 93 reviews. Lisa said: A Nobel Laureate in Economics, for
a change. It has taken me quite some time to finish.
'Justice' has sometimes been used in a way that makes it virtually indistinguishable from
rightness in. What is justice? What does a just society look like? And what principles should
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guide us there? These questions have occupied an entire.
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